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What is Community Choice?

u Community Choice Aggregation (CCA), also 

called Community Choice Energy (CCE) 

u Allowed by AB 117 (2002)

u CCA allows local governments to pool their 

residential, business and municipal electricity loads 

and purchase/generate power on their behalf



How CCA Works



CCE Features

ÅGoverned by Board of Local Elected Officials

ÅOffers consumers a choice where none currently exists

ÅRevenue supported, not taxpayer subsidized

ÅCompetitive electricity rates

ÅAllows significant GHG reductions 

ÅProvides funding source for energy efficiency programs



Alameda County

u In June 2014, the Board of Supervisors allocated $1.32 
million to assess feasibility of a CCE program in Alameda 
County.



Existing CCE Programs

Program Launch Year

Marin Clean Energy 2010

Sonoma Clean Power 2014

Lancaster Choice Energy 2015

Clean Power SF 2016

Peninsula Clean Energy 2016



Cities that have joined MCE

ÅCounty of Marin and all 11 municipalities 

ÅUnincorporated Napa County

ÅBenicia

ÅEl Cerrito

ÅSan Pablo

ÅRichmond

ÅLafayette

ÅWalnut Creek



Other CCAs in California



Basic Program Mechanics

1. Local governments form Joint Powers Agency.

2. PG&E continues to provide billing, transmission and 

customer service. 

3. PG&E programs for low income customers remain. 

4. CCE electric generation charges (including exit fee) 

appear as new line items on the customer bill.

5.    CPUC certifies CCE Plan.

6.    Under State law, CCE is an òopt-outó program.



Sample Energy Bill ðMCE

11



ü Representatives from all cities

ü Includes environmental groups, labor, social justice, 
etc.

ü Committee met monthly since June 2015 

ü Provided forum for discussion and education

Steering Committee



Overview of Tech Study Results

ü Considers peak demand requirements, ability to be competitive 
with PG&E and procure enough renewables

ü All scenarios were LESS expensive than PG&E

ü Sensitivity analysis shows lower than expected PG&E rates 

ü Only under a ôperfect stormõ of negative conditions was the rate 
higher.

ü Homes and businesses could save between 1 -9% on electricity 
bill.

ü Scenarios 2, 3 and 4 can substantially reduce GHG emissions

ü Positive economic development impacts

ü EBCE could successfully start -up with minimum of 6.5 ð7% of total 
load. 



Four Scenarios from Tech Study

Scenario 1

Minimum RPS 

Compliance

Scenario 2

More 

Aggressive

Scenario 3

Ultra-Low 

GHG

Scenario 4 

Local Devel .

Renewable 

Content

33% in 2020 &     

50% in 2030

50% from 1st 

year 

50% from 1st 

year & 80% 

by 5th year

Same as 

Scenario 2

GHG 

compared to 

PG&E

Higher in 

every year 

Slightly Higher 

for 1st few 

years

Lower in 

every year

Same as 

Scenario 2

Anticipated 

Rate Savings
7% 6.5% 3% 5.7%

Average 

Annual Direct 

Jobs

165 166 174 579

Average 

Annual Total 

Jobs

1,322 1,286 731 1,671



Scenario 1



Scenarios 2 & 4



Scenario 3


